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Foreword

The Japanese audience has enjoyed European Cinema for a long
time almost since their birth, which is probably a very rare case
outside the Western world. All this has been made possible by nu-
merous importers and distributors of foreign films, and Towa
Shoji(later Towa Eiga, now Toho-Towa) founded 1928, had taken
a significant and incomparable role in introducing foreign films to
Japan. Presenting films to Japanese audiences as not merely a
merchandise but an artwork, Towa preceded its entrepreneurial
boundary to provide a momentum for progress in the Japanese
cinema culture as a whole.

Year 2008 commemorates the hundredth anniversary year for
Kashiko Kawakita (1908-1993) who together with the husband
president, Nagamasa Kawakita lead Towa company. Attending
the film festivals around the world including Cannes and Venice in
her mauve kimono and respected by leading film figures of the
world, “Madame Kawakita” acting as a roving ambassador made
Japan to be connected with the world through Cinema. Further-
more, not just importing foreign films to Japan, Kashiko Kawakita
had actively involved in introducing Japanese Cinema to the
world, and openly spoken for the need of a specialized institution
for the promotion of cinema culture and laid foundations for the
Kawakita Memorial Film Institute and the National Film Center.

On this memorial occasion, NFC together with Kawakita Me-
morial Film Institute opens an exhibition to follow the life and
work of this forerunner of Japanese /ady cineaste by photographs,
film posters and many other artifacts from her heritage now in
the collection of KMFI.

July, 2008

National Film Center
The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo
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