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Noburo Ofuji Collection:
The Catalog and the Digitization Project

Okada Hidenori, Nakanishi Tomonori, Sazaki Yoriaki

This essay shows the outlines of the Noburo Ofuji Collection in National Film Center (NFC), presents
the list of its major items and describes the process of their digitization. Noburo Ofuji, whose career as an
independent animator spanned about 40 years starting in the dawn of Japanese animation, explored his
original expression experimenting with chiyogami cutouts, cels, silhouettes and colored cellophane paper.
The collection of his works and related materials was donated to NFC in 1971, and finally catalogued in
2010, when the exhibition “Ofuji Noburo, Pioneer of Japanese Animation” was held. Then, in 2016, after
defining the digitization procedure proper for each item, we began to digitize the materials, both two-
dimensional and three-dimensional, in the collection. Before and during the digitization process, scrutiny of
the contents and conditions of the items advanced. This essay shows all the digitization procedures and the
item list with the result of the scrutiny.

(Translated by Shinogi Naoko)
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